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REFERRAL OF BILLS TO COMMITTEE 
04/16/2015 
Pursuant to the Assembly Rules, the following bills were referred to committee: 

Assembly Bill No. Committee: 
AB 1114 HEALTH 
AJR 13 E. & R. 
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RE-REFERRAL OF BILLS 
04/16/2015 
RE-REFERRAL OF BILLS 

Assembly Bill No. Committee: 
*AB 1203 GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATION 
**AB 1203 INSURANCE 
AB 1205 NATURAL RESOURCES 
AB 1211 HEALTH 
*AB 1229 HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
**AB 1229 REVENUE AND TAXATION 
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california legislature—2015–16 regular session

Assembly Concurrent Resolution  No. 55

Introduced by Assembly Member Irwin

April 9, 2015

Assembly Concurrent Resolution No. 55—Relative to Crime Victims’
Rights Week.

legislative counsel’s digest

ACR 55, as introduced, Irwin. Crime Victims’ Rights Week.
This measure would recognize the week of April 19 to April 25, 2015,

inclusive, as Crime Victims’ Rights Week in California.
Fiscal committee:   no.

 line 1 WHEREAS, Violent crime continues to exist in California, and
 line 2 crime in one part of the state, or crime against one person, affects
 line 3 our entire sense of well-being; and
 line 4 WHEREAS, All Californians are affected by crime, not just the
 line 5 victims of violent crime; and
 line 6 WHEREAS, The most effective aid that can be provided to
 line 7 victims of crime is to prevent crime from happening in the first
 line 8 place; and
 line 9 WHEREAS, Since 1981, National Crime Victims’ Rights Week

 line 10 has raised awareness of the special needs of crime victims; and
 line 11 WHEREAS, This year, the theme for this week is “Engaging
 line 12 Communities. Empowering Victims”; and
 line 13 WHEREAS, 2015 is a landmark year for crime victims and
 line 14 survivors, as well as those who serve them; and

 

99  
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 line 1 WHEREAS, The respect for and protection of victims’ rights
 line 2 within the legal process is one of the most critical components of
 line 3 an effective criminal justice system; and
 line 4 WHEREAS, Victims and witnesses of crime require special
 line 5 attention to ensure that they are thoroughly informed about, and
 line 6 effectively participate in, the criminal justice system; and
 line 7 WHEREAS, To the maximum extent allowed by law, victims
 line 8 of violent crime should receive compensation for their losses; and
 line 9 WHEREAS, Each day thousands of victims and witnesses

 line 10 receive assistance from victim support organizations,
 line 11 victim-witness assistance centers, private service providers, and
 line 12 state and local governments; and
 line 13 WHEREAS, The criminal justice system in this state must persist
 line 14 in its effort to better coordinate and improve the quality of services
 line 15 provided to victims and witnesses; and
 line 16 WHEREAS, California has been an innovator in the victims’
 line 17 rights movement, establishing the first crime victim compensation
 line 18 program in the nation in 1965; Women’s Advocates and Haven
 line 19 House in Pasadena established the first shelters for battered women
 line 20 in the nation in 1976; and Mothers Against Drunk Driving was
 line 21 founded in 1980 with the establishment of a chapter in Sacramento;
 line 22 and
 line 23 WHEREAS, California citizens enshrined victims’ rights in the
 line 24 California Constitution in 1982 through the passage of Proposition
 line 25 8, the Crime Victims’ Bill of Rights; and
 line 26 WHEREAS, California citizens reaffirmed and afforded
 line 27 additional rights to victims in the California Constitution and in
 line 28 California law in 2008 through the passage of Proposition 9, the
 line 29 Victims’ Bill of Rights Act of 2008: Marsy’s Law; and
 line 30 WHEREAS, Each year, the observance of National Crime
 line 31 Victims’ Rights Week focuses on the problems confronting victims
 line 32 of crime and the services available to support these victims; and
 line 33 WHEREAS, The remembrances observed during National Crime
 line 34 Victims’ Rights Week promote awareness of victims’ issues and
 line 35 acknowledge the combined efforts of citizens, the government,
 line 36 and the criminal justice system to improve victims’ services in
 line 37 California; now, therefore, be it
 line 38 Resolved by the Assembly of the State of California, the Senate
 line 39 thereof concurring, That the Legislature hereby recognizes the
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 line 1 week of April 19, 2015, through April 25, 2015, inclusive, as Crime
 line 2 Victims’ Rights Week in California; and be it further
 line 3 Resolved, That the Chief Clerk of the Assembly transmit copies
 line 4 of this resolution to the author for appropriate distribution.

O

99
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ACR 55 

 Page  1 

Date of Hearing: April 16, 2015  

ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE ON RULES 

Richard Gordon, Chair 

ACR 55 (Irwin) – As Introduced April 9, 2015 

SUBJECT:  Crime Victims’ Rights Week. 

SUMMARY:  Recognizes the week of April 19 to April 25, 2015, inclusive, as Crime Victims' 

Rights Week in California.  Specifically, this resolution makes the following legislative 

findings: 

1) Since 1981, National Crime Victims' Rights Week has raised awareness of the special needs 

of crime victims and the services available to support these victims; and this year, the theme 

is "Engaging Communities. Empowering Victims." 

 

2) California has been an innovator in the victims' rights movement, establishing the first crime 

victim compensation program in the nation in 1965; Women's Advocates and Haven House 

in Pasadena established the first shelters for battered women in the nation in 1976; and 

Mothers Against Drunk Driving was founded in 1980 with the establishment of a chapter in 

Sacramento. 

 

3) California citizens protected victims' rights in 1982 through the passage of Proposition 8, the 

Crime Victims' Bill of Rights; and California citizens reaffirmed and afforded additional 

rights to victims in 2008 through the passage of Proposition 9, the Victims' Bill of Rights Act 

of 2008: Marsy's Law. 

 

4) The respect and protection of victims' rights within the legal process is one of the most 

critical components of an effective criminal justice system; and the criminal justice system in 

this state must persist in its effort to better coordinate and improve the quality of services 

provided to victims and witnesses. 

 

5) To the maximum extent allowed by law, victims of violent crime should receive 

compensation for their losses; and each day thousands of victims and witnesses receive 

assistance from victim support organizations, victim-witness assistance centers, private 

service providers, and state and local governments. 

 

FISCAL EFFECT:  None 

REGISTERED SUPPORT / OPPOSITION: 

Support 

None on file 

Opposition 

None on file 
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ACR 55 

 Page  2 

Analysis Prepared by: Nicole Willis / RLS. / (916) 319-2800 
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Senate Concurrent Resolution  No. 21

Introduced by Senator Jackson

February 24, 2015

Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 21—Relative to Single Parent
Day.

legislative counsel’s digest

SCR 21, as introduced, Jackson. Single Parent Day.
This measure would proclaim March 21, 2015, as Single Parent Day.
Fiscal committee:   no.

 line 1 WHEREAS, On March 21, 1984, President Ronald Reagan
 line 2 proclaimed the first “National Single Parent Day” and the Congress
 line 3 has designated each March 21st thereafter in commemoration of
 line 4 single parents; and
 line 5 WHEREAS, President Reagan, in his proclamation, recognized
 line 6 that single parents can and do provide children with the financial,
 line 7 physical, emotional, and social support they need to take their
 line 8 places as productive and mature citizens. He further noted, that
 line 9 with the active support of friends, relatives, and local communities,

 line 10 they can do even more to raise their children in the best possible
 line 11 environment; and
 line 12 WHEREAS, Single parenthood is very common in the United
 line 13 States. At a given time in 2013, 28 percent of children were living
 line 14 with a single parent. One-half or more of today’s children will
 line 15 likely spend at least part of their childhood in a single-parent
 line 16 family; and
 line 17 WHEREAS, Most single parents are single mothers. In 2013,
 line 18 77 percent of single parents were single mothers, and 85 percent
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 line 1 of the children living with a single parent were living with their
 line 2 mother; and
 line 3 WHEREAS, The majority of single parents have been married
 line 4 or are married but separated. In 2013, 55 percent of the children
 line 5 in single-parent families were living with a parent who was
 line 6 separated, divorced, or widowed, and 45 percent with a
 line 7 never-married parent; and
 line 8 WHEREAS, Most single parents have no more than two
 line 9 children. In 2013, 56 percent of single parents had one child and

 line 10 30 percent had two children; and
 line 11 WHEREAS, Low wages are very common for United States
 line 12 single parents, and much more common for single parents than for
 line 13 other United States workers. In 2009, 39 percent of employed
 line 14 single mothers were in low-wage employment, with low wage
 line 15 defined as an hourly wage less than two-thirds of the median hourly
 line 16 wage; and
 line 17 WHEREAS, Single parents struggle to pay for child care. In
 line 18 many cases, the average cost of child care is out of reach for a
 line 19 single parent, especially for those with two or more children; and
 line 20 WHEREAS, The poverty rate for children in single-parent
 line 21 families is triple the rate for children in two-parent families. In
 line 22 2012, 42 percent of children in single-parent families were poor,
 line 23 compared to 13 percent of children in two-parent families; and
 line 24 WHEREAS, Child poverty is linked to poor health and school
 line 25 dropout; to negative adult outcomes including joblessness, and to
 line 26 reduced economic output estimated to be about 4 percent of the
 line 27 Gross Domestic Product; and
 line 28 WHEREAS, The employment rate for single parents in the
 line 29 United States is above the average single-parent employment rate
 line 30 in comparison to high income countries. Despite the above average
 line 31 employment rate, the poverty rate for single-parent families in the
 line 32 United States is far above the average poverty rate for single-parent
 line 33 families in comparison to high income countries; and
 line 34 WHEREAS, National Single Parent Day was created to honor
 line 35 and recognize the hard work, devotion, and sacrifices of single
 line 36 parenting; now, therefore, be it
 line 37 Resolved by the Senate of the State of California, the Assembly
 line 38 thereof concurring, That Saturday, March 21, 2015, be observed
 line 39 as Single Parent Day; and be it further
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 line 1 Resolved, That the California Legislature encourages all
 line 2 Californians to recognize the value and contributions provided by
 line 3 single parents; and be it further
 line 4 Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate transmit copies of
 line 5 this resolution to the author for appropriate distribution.

O

99

SCR 21— 3 —
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SCR 21 
 Page  1 

Date of Hearing: April 16, 2015   

ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE ON RULES 

Richard Gordon, Chair 

SCR 21 (Jackson) – As Introduced February 24, 2015 

SENATE VOTE:  35-0 

SUBJECT:  Single Parent Day. 

SUMMARY:  Proclaims March 21, 2015, as Single Parent Day.  Specifically, this resolution 

makes the following legislative findings: 

1) On March 21, 1984, President Ronald Reagan proclaimed the first "National Single Parent 

Day" and the Congress has designated each March 21st thereafter in commemoration of 

single parents. 

2) President Reagan, in his proclamation, recognized that single parents can and do provide 

children with the financial, physical, emotional, and social support they need to take their 

places as productive and mature citizens.  He further noted that with the active support of 

friends, relatives, and local communities, they can do even more to raise their children in the 

best possible environment. 

 

3) Low wages are very common for United States single parents, and much more common for 

single parents than for other United States workers.  Single parents struggle to pay for child 

care.  In many cases, the average cost of child care is out of reach for a single parent, 

especially for those with two or more children. 

 

4) The employment rate for single parents in the United States is above the average single-

parent employment rate in comparison to high income countries.  Despite the above average 

employment rate, the poverty rate for single-parent families in the United States is far above 

the average poverty rate for single-parent families in comparison to high income countries. 

 

5) The poverty rate for children in single-parent families is triple the rate for children in two-

parent families. In 2012, 42 percent of children in single-parent families were poor, 

compared to 13 percent of children in two-parent families.  Child poverty is linked to poor 

health and school dropout; to negative adult outcomes including joblessness; which leads to 

reduced economic output. 

 

6) National Single Parent Day was created to honor and recognize the hard work, devotion, and 

sacrifices of single parenting. 

 

FISCAL EFFECT:  None 

REGISTERED SUPPORT / OPPOSITION: 

Support 

National Coalition of 100 Black Women, Inc., Sacramento Chapter (SacNCBW) 
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SCR 21 
 Page  2 

Opposition 

None on file 

Analysis Prepared by: Nicole Willis / RLS. / (916) 319-2800
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Senate Concurrent Resolution  No. 26

Introduced by Senator Beall

March 5, 2015

Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 26—Relative to Pancreatic Cancer
Awareness Month.

legislative counsel’s digest

SCR 26, as introduced, Beall. Pancreatic Cancer Awareness Month.
This measure would recognize that pancreatic cancer statistics call

for aggressive measures now to develop early detection and treatment
tools before the incidence dramatically increases, and would proclaim
November 2015 as Pancreatic Cancer Awareness Month in California.

Fiscal committee:   no.

 line 1 WHEREAS, In 2015, an estimated 48,960 people will be
 line 2 diagnosed with pancreatic cancer and 40,560 people will die from
 line 3 the disease in the United States; and
 line 4 WHEREAS, Pancreatic cancer is one of the deadliest cancers,
 line 5 is the fourth leading cause of cancer death in the United States,
 line 6 and is the only major cancer with a five-year relative survival rate
 line 7 in the single digits at just 7 percent; and
 line 8 WHEREAS, Symptoms of pancreatic cancer usually first present
 line 9 themselves in its late stage, and 72 percent of pancreatic cancer

 line 10 patients die within the first year of their diagnosis, while 93 percent
 line 11 of pancreatic cancer patients die within the first five years; and
 line 12 WHEREAS, Approximately 4,300 deaths from pancreatic cancer
 line 13 will occur in California in 2015; and
 line 14 WHEREAS, The incidence and death rate for pancreatic cancer
 line 15 are increasing, pancreatic cancer is anticipated to move from the
 line 16 fourth to the second leading cause of cancer death in the United
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 line 1 States by 2020, and the number of deaths from the disease will
 line 2 increase 2.4 fold by 2030; and
 line 3 WHEREAS, The federal government invests significantly less
 line 4 money in pancreatic cancer research than it does in research of
 line 5 any other leading deadly cancer, constituting only approximately
 line 6 2 percent of the National Cancer Institute’s research funding, a
 line 7 figure far too low given the severity of the disease, its mortality
 line 8 rate, and how little is known about how to arrest it; and
 line 9 WHEREAS, The Recalcitrant Cancer Research Act of 2012,

 line 10 formerly the Pancreatic Cancer Research and Education Act,
 line 11 requires that the National Cancer Institute develop a scientific
 line 12 framework for combating pancreatic cancer and other recalcitrant
 line 13 cancers; and
 line 14 WHEREAS, The Pancreatic Cancer Action Network is a national
 line 15 organization serving the pancreatic cancer community in California,
 line 16 where it is headquartered, and nationwide through a comprehensive
 line 17 approach, which includes public policy, research funding, patient
 line 18 services, and public awareness and education related to developing
 line 19 effective treatments and a cure for pancreatic cancer; and
 line 20 WHEREAS, The Pancreatic Cancer Action Network and its
 line 21 affiliates in California support those patients and families currently
 line 22 battling pancreatic cancer, as well as the friends and families of
 line 23 those who have lost their lives to the disease, and are committed
 line 24 to nothing less than a cure; and
 line 25 WHEREAS, The good health and well-being of the residents
 line 26 of California are enhanced as a direct result of increased awareness
 line 27 about pancreatic cancer and research into early detection, causes,
 line 28 and effective treatments; now, therefore, be it
 line 29 Resolved by the Senate of the State of California, the Assembly
 line 30 thereof concurring, That the Legislature hereby recognizes that
 line 31 pancreatic cancer statistics call for aggressive measures now to
 line 32 develop early detection and treatment tools before the incidence
 line 33 dramatically increases, in light of the fact that National Cancer
 line 34 Institute funding is falling dangerously behind; and be it further
 line 35 Resolved, That the Legislature hereby proclaims November
 line 36 2015 as Pancreatic Cancer Awareness Month in California and
 line 37 urges all California citizens to wage hope to end pancreatic cancer;
 line 38 and be it further.
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 line 1 Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate transmit copies of
 line 2 this resolution to the author for appropriate distribution.

O

99

SCR 26— 3 —
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SCR 26 
 Page  1 

Date of Hearing:  April 16, 2015  

ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE ON RULES 

Richard Gordon, Chair 

SCR 26 (Beall) – As Introduced March 5, 2015 

SENATE VOTE:  32-0 

SUBJECT:  Pancreatic Cancer Awareness Month. 

SUMMARY:  Proclaims November 2015 as Pancreatic Cancer Awareness Month in California.  

Specifically, this resolution makes the following legislative findings: 

1) Pancreatic cancer is one of the deadliest cancers, is the fourth leading cause of cancer death 

in the United States, and is the only major cancer with a five-year relative survival rate in the 

single digits at just 7 percent. 

 

2) Symptoms of pancreatic cancer usually first present themselves in its late stage, and 72 

percent of pancreatic cancer patients die within the first year of their diagnosis, while 93 

percent of pancreatic cancer patients die within the first five years. 

 

3) In 2015, an estimated 48,960 people will be diagnosed with pancreatic cancer and 40,560 

people will die from the disease in the United States.  The incidence and death rate for 

pancreatic cancer are increasing, pancreatic cancer is anticipated to move from the fourth to 

the second leading cause of cancer death in the United States by 2020, and the number of 

deaths from the disease will increase 2.4 fold by 2030.  

 

4) The federal government invests significantly less money in pancreatic cancer research than it 

does in research of any other leading deadly cancer, constituting only approximately 2 

percent of the National Cancer Institute’s research funding, a figure far too low given the 

severity of the disease, its mortality rate, and how little is known about how to arrest it. 

 

5) The Pancreatic Cancer Action Network is a national organization serving the pancreatic 

cancer community in California, where it is headquartered, and nationwide through a 

comprehensive approach, which includes public policy, research funding, patient services, 

and public awareness and education related to developing effective treatments and a cure for 

pancreatic cancer. 

 

FISCAL EFFECT:  None 

REGISTERED SUPPORT / OPPOSITION: 

Support 

Pancreatic Cancer Action Network 

Opposition 

None on file 
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Analysis Prepared by: Nicole Willis / RLS. / (916) 319-2800
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AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY APRIL 14, 2015

AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY MARCH 26, 2015

california legislature—2015–16 regular session

Assembly Joint Resolution  No. 2

Introduced by Assembly Members Nazarian, Achadjian, Alejo,
Atkins, Baker, Bigelow, Bloom, Bonta, Brown, Burke, Calderon,
Chang, Chávez, Chiu, Chu, Cooper, Dababneh, Dahle, Eggman,
Cristina Garcia, Eduardo Garcia, Gatto, Gipson, Gomez, Gray,
Hadley, Holden, Irwin, Jones-Sawyer, Kim, Lackey, Levine, Low,
Maienschein, Mayes, McCarty, Medina, Mullin, Obernolte,
O’Donnell, Olson, Olsen, Perea, Rendon, Ridley-Thomas, Salas,
Santiago, Mark Stone, Ting, Waldron, Weber, Wilk, and Williams

(Principal coauthors: Senators Berryhill, Cannella, Hall, Lara, Liu,
Mendoza, and Runner)

December 1, 2014

Assembly Joint Resolution No. 2—Relative to the Armenian
Genocide.

legislative counsel’s digest

AJR 2, as amended, Nazarian. Armenian Genocide.
This measure would, among other things, designate the year of 2015

as “State of California Year of Commemoration of the Centennial
Anniversary of the Armenian Genocide of 1915–1923,” designate April
24, 2015, as “State of California Day of Commemoration of the
Centennial Anniversary of the Armenian Genocide of 1915–1923,”
urge the Republic of Turkey to acknowledge the facts of the Armenian
Genocide and to work toward a just resolution, and would call upon
the President of the United States and the United States Congress to
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formally and consistently reaffirm the historical truth that the atrocities
committed against the Armenian people constituted genocide.

Fiscal committee:   no.

 line 1 WHEREAS, Armenians have resided in Asia Minor and the
 line 2 Caucasus for approximately four millennia, and have a long and
 line 3 rich history in the region, including the establishment of many
 line 4 kingdoms, and despite Armenians’ historic presence, stewardship,
 line 5 and autonomy in the region, Turkish rulers of the Ottoman Empire
 line 6 and the Republic of Turkey subjected Armenians to severe and
 line 7 unjust persecution and brutality, including wholesale massacres
 line 8 beginning in the 1890s; and
 line 9 WHEREAS, The Armenian nation was subjected to a systematic

 line 10 and premeditated genocide officially beginning on April 24, 1915,
 line 11 at the hands of the Young Turk Government of the Ottoman Empire
 line 12 from 1915–1919 and continued at the hands of the Kemalist
 line 13 Movement of Turkey from 1920–1923 whereby over 1.5 million
 line 14 Armenian men, women, and children were slaughtered or marched
 line 15 to their deaths in an effort to annihilate the Armenian nation in the
 line 16 first genocide of modern times, while thousands of surviving
 line 17 Armenian women and children were forcibly converted and
 line 18 Islamized, and hundreds of thousands more were subjected to
 line 19 ethnic cleansing during the period of the modern Republic of
 line 20 Turkey from 1924–1937; and
 line 21 WHEREAS, During the genocides of the Christians living in
 line 22 the Ottoman Empire and surrounding regions, which occurred
 line 23 during the first one-half of the 20th century, 1.5 million men,
 line 24 women, and children of Armenian descent, and hundreds of
 line 25 thousands of Assyrians, Greeks, and other Christians, lost their
 line 26 lives at the hands of the Ottoman Turkish Empire and the Republic
 line 27 of Turkey, constituting one of the most atrocious violations of
 line 28 human rights in the history of the world; and
 line 29 WHEREAS, These crimes against humanity also had the
 line 30 consequence of permanently removing all traces of the Armenians
 line 31 and other targeted people from their historic homelands of more
 line 32 than four millennia, and enriching the perpetrators with the lands
 line 33 and other property of the victims of these crimes, including the
 line 34 usurpation of several thousand churches; and
 line 35 WHEREAS, In response to the genocide and at the behest of
 line 36 President Woodrow Wilson and the United States State
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 line 1 Department, the Near East Relief organization was founded, and
 line 2 became the first congressionally sanctioned American philanthropic
 line 3 effort created exclusively to provide humanitarian assistance and
 line 4 rescue to the Armenian nation and other Christian minorities from
 line 5 annihilation, who went on to survive and thrive outside of their
 line 6 ancestral homeland all over the world and specifically in this state;
 line 7 and
 line 8 WHEREAS, Near East Relief succeeded, with the active
 line 9 participation of the citizens from this state, in delivering $117

 line 10 million of in assistance, and saving more than one million refugees,
 line 11 including 132,000 orphans, between 1915 and 1930, by delivering
 line 12 food, clothing, and materials for shelter, setting up refugee camps,
 line 13 clinics, hospitals, and orphanages; and
 line 14 WHEREAS, The Armenian nation survived the genocide despite
 line 15 the attempt by the Ottoman Empire and the modern Republic of
 line 16 Turkey to exterminate it; and
 line 17 WHEREAS, Adolf Hitler, in persuading his army commanders
 line 18 that the merciless persecution and killing of Jews, Poles, and other
 line 19 people would bring no retribution, declared, “Who, after all, speaks
 line 20 today of the annihilation of the Armenians?”; and
 line 21 WHEREAS, The planning and implementation of genocide is
 line 22 indisputably recognized in international law as a crime against
 line 23 humanity and is punishable as such, yet has remained unpunished
 line 24 for nearly 100 years, as the government of Turkey is allowed with
 line 25 impunity to distort history and to deny the genocide and its
 line 26 consequences perpetrated both by its Ottoman predecessor and its
 line 27 own predecessor regimes despite international recognition of the
 line 28 Armenian Genocide by 23 countries, including the United States
 line 29 of America; and
 line 30 WHEREAS, On November 4, 1918, immediately after the
 line 31 collapse of the Young Turk regime and before the founding of the
 line 32 Republic of Turkey by Mustafa Kemal Ataturk in 1923, the
 line 33 Ottoman Parliament considered a motion on the crimes committed
 line 34 by the Committee of Union and Progress (CUP): “A population
 line 35 of one million people guilty of nothing except belonging to the
 line 36 Armenian nation were massacred and exterminated, including even
 line 37 women and children.” The Minister of Interior at the time, Fethi
 line 38 Bey, responded by telling the Parliament: “It is the intention of
 line 39 the government to cure every single injustice done up until now,
 line 40 as far as the means allow, to make possible the return to their
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 line 1 homes of those sent into exile, and to compensate for their material
 line 2 loss as far as possible”; and
 line 3 WHEREAS, Mustafa Kemal Ataturk made a historic admission
 line 4 in an interview published in the Los Angeles Examiner on August
 line 5 1, 1926: “These leftovers from the former Young Turk Party, who
 line 6 should have been made accountable for the lives of millions of
 line 7 our Christian subjects who were ruthlessly driven, en masse, from
 line 8 their homes and massacred”; and
 line 9 WHEREAS, The Parliamentary Investigative Committee

 line 10 proceeded to collect relevant documents describing the actions of
 line 11 those responsible for the Armenian mass killings and turned them
 line 12 over to the Turkish Military Tribunal. CUP’s leading figures were
 line 13 found guilty of massacring Armenians and hanged or given lengthy
 line 14 prison sentences. The Turkish Military Tribunal requested that
 line 15 Germany extradite to Turkey the masterminds of the massacres
 line 16 who had fled the country. After German refusal, they were tried
 line 17 in absentia and sentenced to death; and
 line 18 WHEREAS, Unlike other people and governments that have
 line 19 admitted and denounced the abuses and crimes of predecessor
 line 20 regimes, and despite the Turkish government’s earlier admissions
 line 21 and the overwhelming proof of genocidal intent, the Republic of
 line 22 Turkey inexplicably and adamantly has denied the occurrence of
 line 23 the crimes against humanity committed by the Ottoman and Young
 line 24 Turk rulers for many years, and continues to do so a full century
 line 25 since the first crimes constituting genocide occurred; and
 line 26 WHEREAS, Those denials compound the grief of the few
 line 27 remaining survivors of the atrocities, desecrate the memory of the
 line 28 victims, cause continuing pain to the descendants of the victims,
 line 29 and deprive the surviving Armenian nation, both on individual and
 line 30 collective levels, of their ancestral land, property, culture, heritage,
 line 31 financial assets, and population growth; and
 line 32 WHEREAS, The Republic of Turkey has escalated its
 line 33 international campaign of Armenian Genocide denial, maintained
 line 34 its blockade of Armenia, and increased its pressure on the small
 line 35 but growing movement in Turkey acknowledging the Armenian
 line 36 Genocide and seeking justice for this systematic campaign of
 line 37 destruction of millions of Armenians, Greeks, Assyrians, and other
 line 38 Christians upon their biblical-era homelands; and
 line 39 WHEREAS, Those citizens of Turkey, both Armenian and
 line 40 non-Armenian, who continue to speak the truth about the Armenian
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 line 1 Genocide, such as human rights activist and journalist Hrant Dink,
 line 2 continue to be silenced by violent means; and
 line 3 WHEREAS, Leaders of nations with strategic, commercial, and
 line 4 cultural ties to the Republic of Turkey should be reminded of their
 line 5 duty to encourage Turkish officials to cease efforts to distort facts
 line 6 and deny the history of events surrounding the Armenian Genocide;
 line 7 and
 line 8 WHEREAS, The failure of the international community to hold
 line 9 responsible nations accountable for crimes against humanity results

 line 10 in a travesty of justice and sets a negative precedent; and
 line 11 WHEREAS, There is continued concern about the welfare of
 line 12 Christians in the Republic of Turkey, their right to worship and
 line 13 practice freely, and the legal status and condition of thousands of
 line 14 ancient Armenian churches, monasteries, cemeteries, and other
 line 15 historical and cultural structures, sites, and antiquities in the
 line 16 Republic of Turkey; and
 line 17 WHEREAS, The United States is on record as having officially
 line 18 recognized the Armenian Genocide in the United States
 line 19 government’s May 28, 1951, written statement to the International
 line 20 Court of Justice regarding the Reservations to the Convention on
 line 21 the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, through
 line 22 President Ronald Reagan’s April 22, 1981, Proclamation No. 4838,
 line 23 and by congressional legislation including House Joint Resolution
 line 24 148 adopted on April 9, 1975, and House Joint Resolution 247
 line 25 adopted on September 12, 1984; and
 line 26 WHEREAS, Even prior to the Convention on the Prevention
 line 27 and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, the United States has
 line 28 a record of having sought to justly and constructively address the
 line 29 consequences of the Ottoman Empire’s intentional destruction of
 line 30 the Armenian people, including through United States Senate
 line 31 Concurrent Resolution 12 adopted on February 9, 1916, United
 line 32 States Senate Resolution 359 adopted on May 11, 1920, and
 line 33 President Woodrow Wilson’s November 22, 1920, decision
 line 34 entitled, “The Frontier between Armenia and Turkey,” which was
 line 35 issued as a binding arbitral award, yet has not been enforced to
 line 36 this date despite its legally binding status; and
 line 37 WHEREAS, President Barack Obama entered office “calling
 line 38 for Turkey’s acknowledgment of the Armenian Genocide” and on
 line 39 April 24, 2013, and similarly on April 24, 2014, he further stated,
 line 40 “A full, frank, and just acknowledgment of the facts is in all of
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 line 1 our interests. Peoples and nations grow stronger, and build a more
 line 2 just and tolerant future, by acknowledging and reckoning with
 line 3 painful elements of the past”; and
 line 4 WHEREAS, California is home to the largest
 line 5 Armenian-American population in the United States, and
 line 6 Armenians living in California have enriched our state through
 line 7 their leadership and contribution in business, agriculture, academia,
 line 8 government, and the arts, many of whom have family members
 line 9 who experienced firsthand the horror and evil of the Armenian

 line 10 Genocide and its ongoing denial; and
 line 11 WHEREAS, Every person should be made aware and educated
 line 12 about the Armenian Genocide and other crimes against humanity,
 line 13 and this state has been at the forefront of encouraging and
 line 14 promoting a curriculum relating to human rights and genocide in
 line 15 order to empower future generations to prevent the recurrence of
 line 16 genocide; and
 line 17 WHEREAS, April 24, 1915, is globally observed and recognized
 line 18 as the commencement of the Armenian Genocide and April 24,
 line 19 2015, will mark the centennial anniversary since the
 line 20 commencement of the Armenian Genocide; and
 line 21 WHEREAS, Armenians in this state and throughout the world,
 line 22 have not been provided with justice for the crimes perpetrated
 line 23 against the Armenian nation despite the fact that a century has
 line 24 passed since the crimes were first committed; and
 line 25 WHEREAS, The Armenian people, in this state and elsewhere,
 line 26 remain resolved and their spirit continues to thrive a century after
 line 27 their near annihilation; now, therefore, be it
 line 28 Resolved by the Assembly and the Senate of the State of
 line 29 California, jointly, That the Legislature hereby designates the year
 line 30 of 2015 as “State of California Year of Commemoration of the
 line 31 Centennial Anniversary of the Armenian Genocide of 1915–1923”
 line 32 and in doing so, intends, through the enactment of legislation, that
 line 33 the Armenian Genocide is properly commemorated and taught to
 line 34 its citizens and visitors through statewide educational and cultural
 line 35 events; and be it further
 line 36 Resolved, That the Legislature hereby designates April 24, 2015,
 line 37 as “State of California Day of Commemoration of the Centennial
 line 38 Anniversary of the Armenian Genocide of 1915–1923”; and be it
 line 39 further
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 line 1 Resolved, That the Legislature commends its conscientious
 line 2 educators who teach about human rights and genocide, and intends
 line 3 for them, through the enactment of legislation, to continue to
 line 4 enhance their efforts to educate students at all levels about the
 line 5 experience of the Armenians and other crimes against humanity;
 line 6 and be it further
 line 7 Resolved, That the Legislature hereby commends the
 line 8 extraordinary service which was delivered by Near East Relief to
 line 9 the survivors of the Armenian Genocide and the Assyrian

 line 10 Genocide, including thousands of direct beneficiaries of American
 line 11 philanthropy who are the parents, grandparents, and
 line 12 great-grandparents of many Californian Armenians and Assyrians,
 line 13 and pledges its intent, through the enactment of legislation, to
 line 14 working with community groups, nonprofit organizations, citizens,
 line 15 state personnel, and the community at large to host statewide
 line 16 educational and cultural events; and be it further
 line 17 Resolved, That the Legislature deplores the persistent, ongoing
 line 18 efforts by any person, in this country or abroad, to deny the
 line 19 historical fact of the Armenian Genocide; and be it further
 line 20 Resolved, That the Legislature urges the Republic of Turkey to
 line 21 acknowledge the facts of the Armenian Genocide and to work
 line 22 toward a just resolution, to honor its obligations under international
 line 23 treaties and human rights laws, to end all forms of religious
 line 24 discrimination and persecution, to return Christian church
 line 25 properties to their rightful owners, and to allow the owners and
 line 26 congregants of all churches to conduct their religious activities
 line 27 unhindered, including, but not limited to, prayer services and
 line 28 religious observances, education and training, community
 line 29 gatherings, and social services; and be it further
 line 30 Resolved, That the Legislature respectfully calls upon the
 line 31 President of the United States and the United States Congress to
 line 32 act likewise and to formally and consistently reaffirm the historical
 line 33 truth that the atrocities committed against the Armenian people
 line 34 constituted genocide; and be it further
 line 35 Resolved, That the Legislature calls on the President of the
 line 36 United States to work toward equitable, constructive, stable, and
 line 37 durable Armenian-Turkish relations based upon the Republic of
 line 38 Turkey’s full acknowledgment of the facts and ongoing
 line 39 consequences of the Armenian Genocide, and a fair, just, and
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 line 1 comprehensive international resolution of this crime against
 line 2 humanity; relations; and be it further
 line 3 Resolved, That the Chief Clerk of the Assembly transmit copies
 line 4 of this resolution to the President and Vice President of the United
 line 5 States, to the Speaker of the House of Representatives, to the
 line 6 Majority Leader of the Senate, to each Senator and Representative
 line 7 from California in the Congress of the United States, to the
 line 8 Governor of California, to every member of the California State
 line 9 Legislature, and to the Superintendent of Public Instruction, and

 line 10 to the Turkish Ambassador to the United States. Instruction.
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Date of Hearing:   April 16, 2015 

ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE ON RULES 

Gordon, Chair 

AJR 2 (Nazarian) – As Amended  April 14, 2015 

SUBJECT:  Armenian Genocide. 

SUMMARY:  Would, among other things, designate the year of 2015 as "State of California 

Year of Commemoration of the Centennial Anniversary of the Armenian Genocide of 

1915­1923," designate April 24, 2015, as "State of California Day of Commemoration of the 

Centennial Anniversary of the Armenian Genocide of 1915­1923," and would call upon the 

President of the United States and the United States Congress to formally and consistently 

reaffirm the historical truth that the atrocities committed against the Armenian people constituted 

genocide. Specifically, this resolution makes the following legislative findings: 

1)  Armenians have resided in Asia Minor and the Caucasus for approximately four millennia, 

and have a long and rich history in the region, including the establishment of many 

kingdoms, and despite Armenians’ historic presence, stewardship, and autonomy in the 

region, Turkish rulers of the Ottoman Empire and the Republic of Turkey subjected 

Armenians to severe and unjust persecution and brutality, including wholesale massacres 

beginning in the 1890s. 

 

2) The Armenian nation was subjected to a systematic and premeditated genocide officially 

beginning on April 24, 1915, at the hands of the Young Turk Government of the Ottoman 

Empire from 1915–1919 and continued at the hands of the Kemalist Movement of Turkey 

from 1920–1923 whereby over 1.5 million Armenian men, women, and children were 

slaughtered or marched to their deaths in an effort to annihilate the Armenian nation in the 

first genocide of modern times, while thousands of surviving Armenian women and children 

were forcibly converted and Islamized, and hundreds of thousands more were subjected to 

ethnic cleansing during the period of the modern Republic of Turkey from 1924–1937. 

 

3) California is home to the largest Armenian-American population in the United States, and 

Armenians living in California have enriched our state through their leadership and 

contribution in business, agriculture, academia, government, and the arts, many of whom 

have family members who experienced firsthand the horror and evil of the Armenian 

Genocide and its ongoing denial. 

 

4) The Armenian people, in this state and elsewhere, remain resolved and their spirit continues 

to thrive a century after their near annihilation. 

  

FISCAL EFFECT:  None 

REGISTERED SUPPORT / OPPOSITION: 

Support 

Armenian National Committee of America – Western Region 

American Hellenic Council 
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Opposition 

Turkish Consulate General – Los Angeles 

Turkish Peace and Justice Committee California  

Analysis Prepared by: Mukhtar Ali / RLS. / (916) 319-2800 
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