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Assembly Comwitter on Rules

COMMITTEE CHAIR P.O. BOX 942849 CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER
BLANCA PACHECO SACRAMENTO, CA 95814 LIA LOPEZ
(916) 319-2800

Memo

To: Rules Committee Members

From: Michael Erke, Bill Referral Consultant
Date: 1/2/2026

Re: Consent Bill Referrals

Since you received your preliminary list of bill referrals, AB 1475 has been removed from the
referral list.
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REFERRAL OF BILLS TO COMMITTEE

01/05/2026

Pursuant to the Assembly Rules, the following bills were referred to committee:
Assembly Bill No. Committee:

AB 256 PUB. S.

AB 497 W, P., &W.

AB 497 E.S. & T.M.

AB 497 NAT. RES.

AB 748 H. & C.D.

AB 748 L. GOV.

AB 1278 B.&F.
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http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billPdf.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB256
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billPdf.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB497
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billPdf.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB497
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billPdf.xhtml?bill_id=202520260AB497
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Assemblymember.Alvarez@assembly.ca.gov DAVID A. ALVAREZ

https://a80.asmdc.org/ ASSEMBLYMEMBER, EIGHTIETH DISTRICT

December 18, 2025

The Honorable Blanca E. Pacheco
Chair, Assembly Rules Committee
California State Assembly
Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Chair Pacheco,

I am writing to respectfully request permission to add an urgency clause to AB 35, which
authorizes an exemption from the Administrative Procedure Act (APA) for the implementation
of funding related to Proposition 4, the Climate Bond Act of 2024.

Proposition 4 was approved by voters with the clear expectation that urgently needed
investments in climate resilience, water quality, and natural resources would be deployed
without delay. However, absent an APA exemption, the rulemaking process required to
administer these funds risks significantly slowing implementation, postponing project delivery,
and delaying on-the-ground benefits to communities that are already experiencing the impacts
of climate change, extreme weather, and water infrastructure failures.

An urgency clause is necessary to ensure AB 35 takes effect immediately upon enactment so
state agencies can promptly administer and distribute Proposition 4 funds as intended by
voters. The Legislature has repeatedly recognized the need for urgency in similar circumstances
and has authorized immediate-effect APA exemptions for prior voter-approved climate and
water bonds to facilitate timely and efficient deployment of funds.

For these reasons, | respectfully request the Assembly Rules Committee approve the addition of
an urgency clause to AB 35. Thank you for your consideration. Please do not hesitate to contact

my office if you have any questions or would like additional information.

Sincegely,

avid Alvarez
Assemblymember, 80" District
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS RN 26 01330 04
12/09/25 12:51 PM

SUBSTANTIVE
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ASSEMBLY BILL NO. 35

AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY APRIL 21, 2025

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2025—26 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 35

RN2601330

Introduced by Assembly Member Alvarez

Amendment 1

(Principal coauthor: Senator Arreguin)
(Coauthor: Assembly Member Connolly)
(Coauthor: Senator Allen)

December 2, 2024

Amendment 2

2H62)-of Diviston—13—of-the Publie Resourees—Code—relating—to
environmentat-quatity—An act to amend Section 90135 of the Public

Resources Code, relating to environmental protection.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 35, as amended, Alvarez. CaliforniaEnvironmental-QualityAet:
elean-hydrogen-transpertation—projeets—Safe Drinking Water, Wildfire
Prevention, Drought Preparedness, and Clean Air Bond Act of 2024
Administrative Procedure Act: exemption: program guidelines and
selection criteria.

Existing law, the Administrative Procedure Act, sets forth the
requirements for the adoption, publication, review, and implementation
of regulations by state agencies.
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS RN 26 01330 04

AB 35 2 12/09/25 12:51 PM

. : : SUBSTANTIVE
The Safe Drinking Water, Wildfire Prevention, Drought Preparedness,

and Clean Air Bond Act of 2024 (act), approved by the voters as
Proposition 4 at the November 5, 2024, statewide general election,
authorized the issuance of bonds in the amount of $10,000,000,000
pursuant to the State General Obligation Bond Law to finance projects
for safe drinking water, drought, flood, and water resilience, wildfire
and forest resilience, coastal resilience, extreme heat mitigation,
biodiversity and nature-based climate solutions, climate-smart,
sustainable, and resilient farms, ranches, and working lands, park
creation and outdoor access, and clean air programs.

Existing law authorizes certain regulations needed to effectuate or
implement programs of the act to be adopted as emergency regulations
in accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act, as provided.
Existing law requires the emergency regulations to be filed with the
Office of Administrative Law and requires the emergency regulations
to remain in effect until repealed or amended by the adopting state
agency.

This bill would delete the above provisions relating to the adoption
of regulations to implement the act as emergency regulations and would
instead exempt the adoption of those regulations from the Administrative
Procedure Act.
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS RN 26 01330 04
s AB 35 12/09/25 12:51 PM
SUBSTANTIVE

for-a-speeified-reason:
Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: yes-no. |

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 90135 of the Public Resources Code is Amendment 3
amended to read:

90135. (a) The Secretary of the Natural Resources Agency
shall publish a list of all program and project expenditures pursuant
to this division not less than annually, in written form, and shall
post an electronic form of the list on the agency’s internet website
in a downloadable spreadsheet format. The spreadsheet shall
include all of the following information:

(1) Information about the location and footprint of each funded
project.

(2) The project’s objectives.

(3) The status of the project.

(4) Anticipated outcomes.

(5) The public benefits to be derived from the project, including
whether the project has meaningful and direct benefits to vulnerable
populations, disadvantaged communities, or severely disadvantaged
communities.

(6) The total cost of the project, if known.

(7) The amount of bond funding provided.

(8) Any matching moneys provided for the project by the grant
recipient or other partners.

(9) The applicable chapter of this division pursuant to which
the recipient received moneys.

(b) The Department of Finance shall provide for an independent
audit of expenditures pursuant to this division. If an audit, required
by law, of any entity that receives funding authorized by this

t+++++ A+
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS RN 26 01330 04
AB 35 —4— 12/09/25 12:51 PM
SUBSTANTIVE

division is conducted pursuant to state law and reveals any
impropriety, the California State Auditor or the Controller may
conduct or arrange for a full audit of any or all of the activities
funded pursuant to this division. Any audit of a federal Department
of Energy or National Aeronautics and Space Administration
research and development center pursuant to this section shall be
conducted in accordance with the Federal Laboratory Contracting
Act (Chapter 7 (commencing with Section 12500) of Part 2 of
Division 2 of the Public Contract Code).

(c) A state agency issuing any grant with funding authorized
by this division shall require adequate reporting of the expenditures
of the funding from the grant.

(d) The costs associated with the publications, audits, statewide
bond tracking, cash management, and related oversight activities
provided for in this section shall be funded from the proceeds of
bonds authorized by this division. These costs shall be shared
proportionally by each program funded by this division. Actual
costs incurred to administer nongrant programs authorized by this
division shall be paid from the proceeds of bonds authorized by
this division.

t+++++ A+

+ + +

4+ + +++

+ +
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS RN 26 01330 04
5 AB 35 12/09/25 12:51 PM

o . SUBSTANTIVE
(e) Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 11340) of Part I of

Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code does not apply to
the development and adoption of program guidelines and selection
criteria needed to effectuate or implement the programs included
in Chapter 2 to Chapter 9, inclusive, of this division.

Page 2 SECHON+—Chapter-52(commenetng-with-Seetion2H62) Amendment 4

Page 3
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS RN 26 01330 04
AB 35 —6— 12/09/25 12:51 PM

SUBSTANTIVE
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS RN 26 01330 04
7 AB 35 12/09/25 12:51 PM

SUBSTANTIVE
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS RN 26 01330 04
AB 35 _ 8 12/09/25 12:51 PM

SUBSTANTIVE
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS RN 26 01330 04
12/09/25 12:51 PM

SUBSTANTIVE
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